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TOWN TREASURER’S REPORT 
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RECEIPTS. 

Received, Money borrowed by the Town, $3480 95 
z of Darius Farwell, Collector, amount 

of collected taxes in Nelson, 1336 89 

“ Also, interest collected on same, 7 24 
ih of Amos Page, Collector, amount of 

taxes collected in Dublin, 1450 00 

34 of Town of Nelson, Harrisville’s portion | 
of the Town Hall, 50 00. 


66 of Town of Dublin, Harrisville’s portion 
of money and other town property, 1702 57 


Total, $8027 65 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid Darius Farwell, Selectman, $64 25 
* Samuel D. Bemis, “« . 31 87 
“ George Wood, a 26 00 


« Aaron Smith, Auditor, 2 00 


Paid Stephen L. Randall, Clerk, 
y 5. i fF in ®cLreasureny 
«© A, Hutchinson,, Overseer of Poor, 


10 00 
15 00 
5) 25 


« PD. Farwell, Harrisville’s share for collecting 


taxes in Nelson, 


Paid total amount on Notes assumed by the 
Town, 


Paid Town of Nelson, Harrisville’s portion of 
Notes not assumed, 


Paid Town of Nelson, Harrisville’s portion of 
the Municipal Expenses, 


Paid Town of Dublin, Harrisville’s portion of 
Municipal Expenses, 
‘¢ Town of Dublin, Harrisville’s portion of 
School Money, 
«“ Warren L. Fiske, Treasurer of Dublin, 
Harrisville’s portion due on Notes, 


12 47 


$166 84 


$4248 18 | 


$1971 51 


$239 77 


$778 45 


ane & 


17 72 


« Warren L, Fiske, Treasurer of Dublin, Har- 


risville’s portion abatement of taxes, 


52 64 


«“ Warren L. Fisk, Treasurer of Dublin, Har- 


risville’s portion of abatement of Thomas 
Wait’s tax, for supporting a Public Wa- 


tering-trough, 


1 41 


«“ Warren L. Fisk, Treasurer of Dublin, Har- 


risville’s portion of Micah Howe’s claim 
for Breaking Roads, Repairing Bridges, 
and working non-resident highway taxes, 


«« Croyden Jones for Repairing Highway, 


« Edward B. Crowes for Repairing Bridge, 


and for working non-resident taxes, 


4248 18 


1971 31 


239 77 


5 
‘Paid Harrisville’s portion of Nathan Whitney’s 


claim for breaking Roads, 


Paid Simond’s & Willard’s bill for Plank, 
«  D. Farwell for Labor on Highway, 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Paid Geo. H. Tilden & Co.'s bill for Books and 
Stationery, 

«« John Piper, for one pr. Shoes for Hliza Smith, 

“© John Rutherford, for Dis. No. 7, portion of 
Literary Fund, 

« Washington Phillips, for Dis. No. 8, portion 

| of Literary Fund. 

“ Roger 8. Derby, for Jury Box, 

“« Chas. Hayward, for support of Eliza Smith, 

« Selectmen, for expense paid for Counsel, 

« Harrisville’s portion of expenses of peram- 
bulating the Lines between Nelson and 
Harrisville, 

«“ “Harrisville’s portion for Provisions and 
Wood furnished to Samuel Bryant, 

« §, L. Randall, for expenses of team to Dublin, 

hg 1.68 6 66 to Keene, 

« for one Receipt Book for the Town, 

« Darius Farwell’s expenses to Manchester, 

« Sam’l D. Bemis for Drawing and Setting 
Stone Monuments on Town Line, 


$45 
E 


-~] 


~I 


30 
50 


1095 66 


145 64 


$7882 45 


Total amount of Cash Received, « $8027 65 


‘“ « “Paid, 7882 45 
Balance in Treasury, $145 20 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN L. RANDALL, 


Town Treasurer. 
Harrisville, March 4, 1871. 


This ¢ertifies that I have examined the Books of the Tyeasurer of 
the Town of Harrisville, and find them properly vouched and cor- 


AARON SMITH, Auditor. 


rectly cast. 


Harrisville, March 3, 1871. 
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Tue Superintending School Committee of Harrisville, respectfully 
present to the Town their first Annual Report. 

The chairman.of the Committee has had special charge of the 
schools in Nos. 7, 8, and 10, Summer term, and Nos. 7, (formerly in 
Nelson,) 8, and 10, in Winter. Rev. Mr. Smrru, was assioned Nos. 
7 and 9,in Winter, and Rey. Mr. Ricx, reports No. 9, Summer term. 

It will be seen that the School Districts need re-numbering since 
the formation of the New Town. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 
No. 7, Rocrer 8S. Dersy, No. 10, Witiram Lakin, 


“ 8, Wasnineron PHruips, « 7, Joun Ruruerrorp. 
« 9, Saw’ FH. Townsenp. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Miss Emma H. Guuason, Dublin, 
Mr. H. Dwianr Learned, *“ 


The teachers labored faithfully for the benefit of the school. This 
school is not an easy one to teach, from the large number of classes 


Teachers. 


required. Quite a number of scholars are at that age when they 
have small appreciation of the object that calls them together. The 
teacher found hard work to overcome the listlessness and spirit of 
mischief so contagious. ~ Fair progress was made in nearly all 
branches, but the best results connot be reached when the teacher has 
two or three times as many recitations as can profitably he heard in 
six hours. | 
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A Fall term, supported chiefly by subscription, was taught by Miss 
Lavra I. Grirrix. This school was in every respect.a success. The 
teacher showed qualifications for instruction and discipline rarely 
equalled. 

The Winter term showed, in a larger degree, a fault of the Summer 
school, namely, a lack of good order and enthusiasm in study. The 
defect is to be divided between scholars and teacher. Mr, Learnep 
possessed fair educational qualifications and ability to impart instruc- 
tion. He heartily engaged in the work of teaching but he lacked in 
disciplinary ability. It should, however, be borne in mind that the 
ages of the scholars were such as inclines them to: be frolicsome and 
not over ambitions for study. ‘There are no vicious scholars but the 
school needs a superior disciplinarian. . 


* 


' DISTRICT NO. 8. 
Miss Exnora M. Learnep, Dublin, Teacher. 


Miss Learnep brought to her work large experience as a successful 
teacher. Her reputation was still further advanced by two terms of 
service in this large and somewhat difficult school. With a large 
number of classes, she inspired much enthusiasm in her scholars by 
new methods in teaching and a variety of physical and mental exer- 
cises. Some of the scholars were absent too much for their own good 
and the profit of the school. 

Between the Summer and Winter terms a subscription school of 
six weeks was taught’ by Miss Beri Hurcurnson, with profit to the 
younger scholars who composed the school. 

The Winter term was still more profitable than the former, not 
only because teacher and scholars were already acquainted, but also 
from the labors of an Assistant, Miss Ciara R. Hearn. Several 
classes were thus taught in an adjoining room, much to the advantage 
of the whole. It was the feeling of the committee, and others, that 
both teachers had done a good work. In no other school has there 
been so marked improvement in Reading during the past year. The 
Geography classes appeared very well at the examination. We will 
only suggest that the teacher would find it easier for herself to secure 
such’ quiet that a natural tone of voice could be heard by the classes, 
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—a task for which she is well qualified. A better room for the As- 
sistant would be an advantage, and we earnestly hope that the dis- 
trict will not again allow one teacher to attempt a work amply sufli- 
cient for two. This school-room is in good repair, and with adorn- 
ments of pictures purchased by the scholars, given by friends, or 
loaned for the term, was made a very attractive place for study. 
We wish every school-room in town was as inviting and are glad to 
note that we found some decorations in other districts. In future we 
trust the district will turn their attention to the outside wants and 
make things correspond with the interior; well graded grounds, a 
good fence and ample shade trees would make this school-house nearly 
all that could be desired. 


vo 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Miss Exuxa I. Morse, Teacher. 


This school contains some of the best scholars in town ; it well sus- 
tained its reputation this term. We have nothing but praise to be- 
stow for its good order, unexceptionable behavior, diligence and im- 
provement in study. 

Winter term—Miss Morse had the advantage as well as the honor 
of being employed both terms in this district. This enabled her to 
conduct the course of studies in the second term understandingly. 
The school appeared well on both visits and the examination showed 
there was thoroughness in the course of instruction. ‘The improve- 
ment and care in Penmanship was especially gratifying. Judging 
from the maifestation at the closing examination there 1s a good state 
of feeling on the part of the parents and a justifiable pride in the at- 
tainments of their children and the rank of the school. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


Miss Fannre M. Warren, 


Teachers 
Teachers. 
«  M. Frances Harorna, 


This was Miss Warren’s first school. She showed considerable 
skill in teaching, and for so small a school, the term gave promise of 
good results. We were not able to attend the closing examination 


but believe it was a satisfactory school. 
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Winter term—The school, numbering but seven scholars in the 
Summer, was increased to seventeen. Miss Harpine labored with 
great devotion, and the closing examination showed that it had been 
a profitable school. The first class in Arithmetic gave evidence that 
they had learned to consider the reason for the rules and the opera- 
tions performed. 


DISTLICT NO. 7, (formerly in Nelson.) 


Mrs. M. Evra Wrvaatr, 


: Teachers. 
Miss Harrrr H. Bancrort, | 


This school was fortunate in having a teacher of large culture and 
maturity of judgment. Both, teacher and scholars, entered upon the 
work with large enthusiasm, and we believe it was a successful term. 
We wish that this teacher, and others like her, might have place in 
all the schools. ° 

Winter term—Teacher and scholars were already acquainted and 
the closing examination showed that good progress had been made in 
most of the branches. This school has a number of advanced schol- 
ars who gave evideuce that they understood the subjects studied. 
The teacher earnestly sought the pést advancement of her pupils and 
with a very few exceptions, received their sympathy and co-operation. 
We were sorry that so few gave attention to Penmanship. In some 
of the studies the text books are of an inferior grade and unlike those 
in the rest of the schools. The Grammars and Geographies could be 
changed at small expense and with great advantage to the school. 
A few dollars outly upon the interior of the school-room would make 
it more comfortable and inviting. 


LENGTH OF SCHOOLS. 


Yor some years past the average length of schools has been little 
more than nine weeks Summer or Winter. Now eighteen weeks a 
year is too short a time for a fair education in our district schools. 
We earnestly hope that the town will arrange that every district shall 
have at least twenty-four weeks a year, while the two larger schools 
ought to sustain three terms of ten weeks each. ‘There is a class of 
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advanced scholars, most of whom cannot attend school in Summer, 
and who gan have only too small a share of a teacher’s services at 
any time. They deserve better facilities for an education; most of 
them will not go to distant Academies or High Schools, and should 
have better means for fitting themselves to teach or any other work 
in life. Your committee beg to suggest that a school for this class be 
sustained at the center of the town, one term annually. Should the 
town appropriate money for half the expense and the rest be made 
up by tuition, it would place the school within the means of almost 
every one and at the same time be under the same supervision as the 
rest of the schools and enlist the interest of all the town. . The whole 
yearly expense need scarcely exceed one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars, and this shared as before indicated would not be a heavy 
burthen to any one. 


SCHOOL BOOKS, 


While most of the text books are as good as any published, one or 
two changes are greatly needed. The present Arithmetics, used here 
for more than a generation, should give place to a series better adapt- 
ed to the wants of the schools. Scholars and teachers would rejoice 
at the change. Hither Walton’s or Katon’s series are in our judg- 
ment immeasurably superior to the present books. Indeed, almost 
any change must be for the better. ‘The books prescribed in Pen- 
manship are the Spencerian, Nos. 3, Intermediate Series, and 5. It 
would be a great help to teachers and scholars if this regulation was 
not disregarded. 


A WORD FOR THE TEACHERS. 


Our teachers have labored faithfully and with a good degree of 
success during the past year. ‘They have well earned the pay re- 
ceived and it is a matter of regret that the districts cannot offer more 
_ inducement for teachers to get a better preparation for their high 
vocation. The compensation is frequently less than a person not 
able to read and write can earn in the factory or at house-work. 

The State provides, free of cost, a Teachers’ Institute, two sessions 
yearly, for their benefit. very one acquainted with the facts is 
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aware that a weeks session is of much aid to any teacher, and of very 
great importance to a young teacher. ‘The failure to attend these 
training classes, the past year was perhaps partly the fault of the 
teachers themselves, and partly that of the prudential committees and 
the districts. The session must sometimes occur when some schools 
are in progress. Committees and teachers ought to stipulate for a 
recess during the session of the Institute. A weeks vacation would 
be no disadvantage to the schvol. 

To the teachers we say: By all means use every help in reach to 
make you workmen that need not be ashamed. In some cases we have 
reason to suppose that teachers have silently suffered from the disor- 
derly conduct of older pupils, when self-respect should have been suf- 
ficient guarantee of good behavior. ‘T'eachers ought to be encouraged 
by their employers and the parents themselves, promptly to suspend 
any scholar, who, at a mature age cannot, by moral appeals, be in- 
duced to give a ready and cheerful obedience to every school regula- 
tion. This would quickly end all such annoyances to the teacher and 
injury to the school. We wish the teachers themselves would reso- 
lutely assert their right in this regard and they should never lack 
our support in every reasonable demand. 

We are able to congratulate the town on the good degree of suc- 
cess in the past year’s schools. The prospect for the future is most 
encouraging. We need longer schools and the best teachers possible. 

The chairman of the committee can only testify*to his great pleas- 
ure in this relation to teachers and scholars and only regrets that 
the pleasant duties of his office must necessarily be resigned to other 


hands. 
C. M. PALMER, 


G. 8. SMITH, Supt, School Com. 
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